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Both our national economy and the worldwide economy are currently in a state unlike anything anyone has ever seen before.  And everybody is concerned about money… as if everybody wasn’t concerned about money before!  And a lot of people are turning to financial gurus like Steve Forbes, Suze Orman, and Dave Ramsey for advice.  And they do give some good advice.  No doubt about it.  But we’re going to bypass all of them today.  We’re not going to settle for good advice.  We’re going to get the greatest financial advice of all time from the greatest financial advisor of all time.  We’re going to hear from the one who both knows it all and owns it all.  And no, it’s not Donald Trump.  It’s not Bill Gates.  It’s not even Warren Buffet.  The greatest financial advisor of all time is our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
We’re continuing our study of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, and we’ve come to Matthew 6:19-34.  In these verses, Jesus gives the greatest financial advice of all time.  And Jesus’ financial advice is radically different from the world’s financial advice.  Jesus knows something about money that the world does not know.  So over the next three weeks, we’re going to dig into Jesus’ teaching on money in these verses.  And I know what some of you are thinking.  You’re thinking, “Great… Preacher’s gonna talk about money.  And he’s gonna do it for three weeks!  Why’s he gotta talk about money for three weeks?”  Let me give four quick reasons why we’re going to spend the next three weeks talking about money.  First, that’s what this text is about.  I have made a commitment to you to preach and teach the Bible, and we’ve come to a part of the Bible that’s about money.  The Bible is the authority that sets the agenda for us, so we’re going to talk about money, because the Bible talks about money.  And there’s so much great truth in these verses that it’s going to take three weeks to really wrestle with it the way we should.  
The second reason we’re going to spend three weeks talking about money is because Jesus spends way more time than that talking about money.  Did you know that 1 out of every 6 verses that comes out of Jesus’ mouth in the gospels is about money or possessions?  1 out of 6.  If we’re going to be followers of Jesus, how can we possibly ignore 1 out of every 6 things that He says?  And just in case you’re wondering, Jesus says more about money than He does about heaven.  Jesus says more about money than He does about hell.  In fact, Jesus says more about money than He does about heaven and hell combined.  And there’s a reason for that.  There’s a reason why Jesus talks about money so much, and we’ll get to that in a few minutes.  For now, I just want you to see that because Jesus talks about money so much, we better talk about it, too.  
The third reason we’re going to spend three weeks talking about money is because we desperately need to hear this teaching.  If there is any area in our world where we are in grave danger of our lives looking more like the world than like Jesus’ teaching, it’s this area.  We live in the most materialistic, excessive, money-driven culture that has ever existed.  And we’re not immune to it.  Sometimes our thinking about money is so shaped by the culture instead of by Christ that we are completely blind to just how far off base we really are.  We don’t even recognize that our approach to money looks nothing like Jesus’ teaching.  This is a major area where the battle rages for us in our world, so we desperately need to hear Jesus’ teaching about money.

The fourth reason we’re going to spend three weeks talking about money is because the biblical teaching about money has the power to make you happier than all the wealth in the world.  1 Timothy 6:9 tells us that “People who want to get rich fall into… many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.”  In other words, if money is what matters to you, then you’ll be a slave to money and you’ll be miserable.  On the other hand, Proverbs 22:9 tells us that “A generous man will… be happy.”  And Jesus Himself says, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  In other words, when you are set free from money, when you are free to give generously and to use money for things that are greater than money, you find true happiness.  And I want that for you.  I want you to be happy.  And in order for that to happen, you have to know the truth about money.  
So we need to hear from Jesus.  We need Jesus to teach us the truth and set us free and give us the joy and happiness that only He can give.  So we’re going to start with the first three verses of Jesus’ teaching today.  Read with me, Matthew 6:19-21.  Jesus says, "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

Now, the first thing we need to do is keep in mind that these verses are just the first piece of a larger section that runs through verse 34.  And we need to make sure that we don’t miss the big picture.  And I think the best way for us to see the big picture is to see that even though we’ve got 16 verses here, Jesus actually only gives us four commands in these 16 verses.  The first command is in verse 19, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth.”  The second command is in verse 20, “Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven.”  The third command is in verse 25, “Do not worry about your life.”  And the fourth command is in verse 33, “Seek first (God’s) kingdom and (God’s) righteousness.”  Everything else Jesus says is either explanation to help you understand these commands or encouragement to inspire you to obey these commands.


The second thing to see is that these four commands are not four separate commands.  They’re closely connected to one another.  Think about the first two: “Do do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth… But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven.”  That’s not two separate commands.  That’s really just one command said both negatively and positively.  And the same thing is true of the last two:  “Do not worry about your life… But seek first (God’s) kingdom and (God’s) righteousness.”  That’s two ways of saying the same thing: Don’t focus on your life.  Focus on God’s kingdom.
Let me give you another way to look at these commands. “Do not store up treasures on earth” is connected to, “Do not worry about your life.”  And, “Store up treasures in heaven” is connected to, “Seek first God’s kingdom.”  Here’s what I mean: If you’re worried about your life, that causes you to store up treasures on earth.  And if you seek first God’s kingdom, that causes you to store up treasures in heaven. So if you don’t worry about your life, you won’t store up treasures on earth.  And if you seek first God’s kingdom, you will store up treasures in heaven.
It all goes together.  And when you see that, I hope you also see that the main thought of the entire passage, the foundational command, is the one in verse 33: Seek first God’s kingdom.  Everything else grows out of that.   If you seek first God’s kingdom, you will store up treasures in heaven, because you’re focused on God’s kingdom.  If you seek first God’s kingdom, you won’t store up treasures on earth, because you’re focused on God’s kingdom and not this earth.  And if you seek first God’s kingdom, you won’t be worried about your life, because you’ll be focused on God’s kingdom and not your life.  Seek first God’s kingdom, and everything else grows out of that.  In a real sense, Jesus is saying this is the thing you have to get.  You have to get that your life is supposed to be about God’s kingdom.  If you get that right, everything else will fall into place.  If you miss that, everything you do will be wasted.  Seek first God’s kingdom.  That’s the big picture.

Now, as long as we leave it there and stay zoomed out on the big picture, I think almost all of us would say that we’re good with that. “Yeah, seek first God’s kingdom.  Absolutely.  No doubt about it.”  As long as it’s all theoretical and abstract, it sounds really good to us.  But here’s the thing: Jesus doesn’t leave it theoretical and abstract.  Jesus spends 16 verses getting into the nitty gritty details of what it really means to seek first God’s kingdom.  And what I really want you to see is that the primary nitty gritty detail that Jesus focuses on in this text is money and possessions.  Jesus says that if we truly seek first God’s kingdom it will impact the way we view money and possessions.  Look at the end of verse 24.  Jesus says, “You cannot serve both God and money.”  In other words, if you’re going to seek first God’s kingdom, one of the practical, nitty gritty things that means for you is that you cannot serve money.  Your life can’t be about money.  And suddenly, we’re not quite so comfortable with Jesus saying, “Seek first God’s kingdom.”  It gets a little bit uncomfortable when He gets off the big picture and zooms in on our money and possessions.  But that’s good for us.  We need to know the truth about our money and possessions.  And if the truth makes us uncomfortable, then we need to be uncomfortable.  We need to know what our lives should look like if we’re going to follow Jesus and seek God’s kingdom.  We need to know how the kingdom of God should impact our money and possessions.  So in the rest of our time today, we’re going to look at four truths Jesus teaches about viewing our money and possessions from a kingdom perspective.
  
The first truth Jesus gives us is don’t put your trust in your stuff.  Look at verse 19.  Jesus starts this entire section by saying, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth…” 
And right off the bat, in His very first sentence, Jesus’ advice is already drastically different from the world’s advice.  Jesus’ very first sentence is a completely counter-cultural message.  It’s the exact opposite of what we hear today.  The message we hear today is, “Store up for yourselves treasures on earth.  Get as much as you can as quick as you can and retire as early as you can.  Build your own little empire for yourself, declare yourself emperor, and then put it on cruise control until you die.  That’s what life is all about.”  The world tells you that having stuff will bring you happiness and contentment and safety and security in life.  
But Jesus tells you the truth.  Jesus says, “All those treasures on earth… moth and rust destroy them.  Thieves break in and steal them.”  In other words, treasures on earth aren’t safe.  They aren’t secure.  They aren’t permanent.  They aren’t guaranteed.  Earthly treasures are under the constant threat of being ravaged or destroyed or stolen.  They’re vulnerable to moth and rust and thieves.  They’re vulnerable to recessions and depressions, to fluctuation and depreciation, to stock market crashes and computer hackers.  If the past two years have taught us anything, they’ve taught us that no investment on earth is a guarantee.  Earthly treasures do not last, and if you build your life on earthly treasures, a day will come when you will have nothing to show for your life.  That’s why Jesus advises against investing in treasures on earth.  He doesn’t want you to waste your life on something that doesn’t last and doesn’t matter.  He doesn’t want you to trust something that’s not trustworthy.

And what I hope you see here is something that we often misunderstand: The reason Jesus talks about your money is not because He wants to make you miserable.  The reason Jesus talks about your possessions is not because He wants to keep you from having stuff and enjoying life.  No.  The reason Jesus talks about your money and possessions is because He loves you so much that He doesn’t want you to throw your life away on something that doesn’t matter.  Jesus knows that there are greater things than money and possessions, and He loves you too much to let you settle for that.  He’s not trying to take your stuff from you.  He’s trying to protect you from your stuff.  He doesn’t want you to destroy your life by building it on something as fickle and unreliable and temporary as money and possessions.  It won’t last.  Jesus wants you to build your life on Him, because you can trust Him forever.  Jesus loves you so much that He wants what’s best for you, and Jesus is what’s best for you.
So Jesus wants to make sure you know the truth: Everything you have on earth is vulnerable.  And that means it is a horrible decision to put your trust in your stuff.  Your stuff is not reliable.  There is insecurity and vulnerability and a lack of wisdom in a life lived for earthly wealth.  Therefore, do not put your trust in your stuff… or you will be perpetually disappointed and disillusioned and discouraged.  Do not put your trust in your stuff.  
The second truth Jesus gives us about money and possessions is make sure eternal life impacts everyday life.  Make sure eternal life impacts everyday life.  Look at verse 20.  Jesus says, “Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.”  Jesus says you should be living right now in a way that stores up treasures in heaven.  Why?  Because treasures in heaven last forever.  Treasures in heaven are safe and secure and permanent and guaranteed.  And the fact that you can store up eternal treasures in heaven should change the way you live this temporary life on earth.  The reality of eternal life should impact your everyday life right now.  
I mean, that just makes sense.  The last time I checked, eternity is going to last a whole lot longer than your life on earth.  And that means you better always be living this life with eternity in mind… because you’re going to be in eternity a lot longer than you’re going to be in this life.  The reality of eternal life should impact everyday life.   
And honestly, this is one of the areas that we struggle with most in our day.  Every single Christian I have ever met is glad to know that they’re going to heaven when they die.  But the truth is, for most of us, that’s the only thought we have about heaven.  Our theology of eternity is very one-dimensional.  Heaven is later – way later – and far removed from everyday life on earth.  And as a result, the kingdom of heaven never shapes or changes or challenges the way we think, the way we live, or the way we spend our money.

But Jesus says that should not be the case.  We should be storing up treasures in heaven right now.  We should be using all of our earthly resources to invest in the eternal things of God.   What Jesus is really saying is the reason you shouldn’t store up treasures on earth is not just because they’re insecure and impermanent and vulnerable.  The reason you shouldn’t store up treasures on earth is because there is a greater investment strategy available to you.  You have bigger and better options!  You can store up eternal treasure that will last forever in the kingdom of heaven.  Why would you ever pour your resources into stuff that won’t last past this life?  I mean, if someone came to you and said, “I’ve got two investment options for you.  You can put your money in account A, and it will pay interest for the next 40 years.  After that, you have to take it all out and flush it down the toilet.  Or you can put your money in account B, and it will pay 100% compound interest forever,” which one are you going to choose?  That is exactly the choice Jesus says we have with our money.  Will we invest it in the treasures of earth that will not last?  Or will we invest it in the eternal things of God and enjoy the treasures of heaven forever?    
Jesus is urging you to use your life on earth for the purposes of heaven.  Invest your earthly money in the heavenly kingdom.  Make sure eternal life impacts everyday life.  Make sure the life to come impacts the life you’re in.

And once again, I hope you see that Jesus doesn’t give this command out of selfishness or cruelty.  Jesus doesn’t give this command because He wants your money and wants to make you miserable.  No.  Jesus gives this command, because He wants what’s best for you.  He wants you to enjoy the eternal treasures of heaven.  He doesn’t want you to miss out on what really matters.  So He urges you to be set free from the treasures of earth and to invest in the kingdom of God so you can enjoy the treasures of heaven forever.  Jesus wants what’s best for you, so He urges you to make sure the reality of eternal life impacts your everyday life.  
The third truth Jesus teaches us about money and possessions is that your net worth doesn’t depend on how much you have, but on where it’s stored.  Your net worth doesn’t depend on how much you have, but on where it’s stored.  Think about verses 19-20 again.  Jesus says you could have $100,000,000 worth of treasure on earth, and ultimately it won’t be as valuable as one penny of treasure in heaven, because the treasure on earth won’t last and doesn’t matter, but the treasure in heaven will last forever and will matter forever.  So the big question is not how much do you have, but where is it stored.  
And make sure you realize what this means.  It means that the person who gives to the kingdom of heaven is always wealthier than the person who simply accumulates stuff on earth… no matter how much the accumulator accumulates.  Accumulate all you want, and it won’t be worth anything in the end.  But every penny you give for Jesus and His gospel will pay eternal dividends for all time!
And those are the only two options you have in life.  You can accumulate stuff on earth, or you can invest stuff in heaven.  If you accumulate stuff on earth, most of it will wear out or tear up or break down.  And what little bit that doesn’t will belong to someone else when you die.  None of it will last.  Accumulate stuff on earth and you will have nothing.  On the other hand, if you invest stuff in heaven, every last bit of it will last forever.  Invest in heaven, and you will accumulate eternal treasures that you get to enjoy forever.  You see, what you keep for yourself, you lose in the end.  What you give to Jesus, you keep forever.  What you keep dies.  What you give lives.  So be wise.  Become a giver instead of an accumulator and turn your earthly assets into heavenly investments… because your net worth does not depend on how much you have, but on where it’s stored.
  And before we move on, I want to give you three very clear, very practical ways you can use your money to store up treasures in heaven.  These are the three primary ways the Bible says to invest your money in the eternal causes of the kingdom of heaven.  #1) Use your money to care for your family, so that they won’t be a burden to others.  That can be seen in 1 Timothy 5:8 and 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12.  #2) Use your money to help those in need.  That can be seen in Proverbs 19:17 and Romans 15:25-27.  And #3) Use your money to advance the work of the gospel at home and around the world through the local church.  That can be seen in 1 Corinthians 16:1-3 and Philippians 4:14-19.
So, if you want to store up treasure in heaven:  Take care of your family, meet the needs of the needy, and spread the gospel by giving to the church of Jesus Christ.  If the majority of your money is used in other ways, you’re probably storing up too many treasures on earth.  And you need to remember, your net worth does not depend on how much you have, but on where it’s stored.

The fourth truth that Jesus teaches us is in verse 21.  And in a lot of ways, this is the most important truth of all.  Look at verse 21 and you’ll see why.  Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  When Jesus starts this verse with the word “for,” He’s telling us that this is the reason for everything else He’s just said.  This is why He doesn’t want you to store up treasures on earth.  This is why He does want you to store up treasures in heaven.  It’s not just because treasures on earth aren’t safe and don’t last.  It’s not just because treasures in heaven are infinitely valuable and eternally secure.  Those are really good reasons, but Jesus is concerned with something even more than that.  The real reason Jesus is concerned with what you do with your money is because what you do with your money reveals what is going on in your heart.  He says, “Here’s why I’m really concerned about what you do with your treasure: Because where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  And I am monumentally concerned with your heart!”

And so the fourth truth we see is that the heart of the matter is not a matter of money.  The heart of the matter is a matter of the heart.  You see, Jesus doesn’t even care about your money.  He cares about what your money says about your heart.
Seriously, Jesus does not care about your money.  Jesus doesn’t need your money.  Jesus is not a beggar.  He’s the King of Kings.  If He ever needs something, do you think He would ask you?   The whole world is His.  And if He ever needs something that’s not in this world, He can just create another one.  Jesus does not need your money.  Jesus wants what your money represents, because your money represents your heart.  Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  And Jesus wants your heart.  

One of the places Jesus makes this abundantly clear is in Luke chapter 16.  In verses 10-11 Jesus says, “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.  So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?”  Now, there’s a whole nother sermon in those two verses, but for today, I just want to point this out: Jesus calls money a “little” thing.  And Jesus says, “If you can’t be trusted with something as little as money, how can I trust you with true riches?”… which means that money isn’t the true riches.  Money is not a big deal to Jesus.  Money is not the real thing.  It’s just the test to see whether or not you can be trusted with the real thing.  Money is the test that reveals your heart.  
And that is why Jesus talks about money so much.  That’s why 1 out of every 6 verses Jesus speaks is about money.  It’s not because money matters to Jesus.  It’s because your heart matters to Jesus, and money reveals your heart.  Jesus flat out says, “Money is a little, unimportant thing, and if you’re obsessed with something that small, your heart’s not ready for the big things of God.”  Jesus talks about money, because He knows your very heart is at stake.  And that’s what really matters to Him.  He’s concerned with what your money says about your heart.
And the really scary thing is, that’s almost the complete opposite of how we think about money.  We think money is the biggest thing.  We think it’s all about money.  We think it’s only when we’re super, super, super spiritual that we’re going to give super, super, super generously.  And Jesus says, “Not even close!  Money is the smallest thing!  If you’re not getting that right, you’re not getting anything right!  You’re not spiritual at all.  You’re still completely worldly!  You’ve not even gotten started yet!”  You’re not ready to move on to the truly important spiritual stuff until you stop worshipping money and get it out of your heart and out of the way!  

So the only reason Jesus cares about your money is because how you use your money reveals what’s in your heart.  And Jesus wants your heart to be right. 
And I pray that you see one more time that Jesus is not trying to make you miserable.  That’s not why Jesus is concerned with your money.  Jesus is concerned with your money because He loves you and wants what’s best for you.  Obeying Jesus’ teaching in this text will not make you miserable.  It will set you free and make you the happiest person on earth.
So it really all boils down to this: Do you trust Jesus or not?  Do you believe Jesus wants what’s best for you?  If you don’t trust Jesus, then you’re going to live like this life and this world is all there is.  And everything I’ve said today is either going to be irritating or irrelevant to you... and probably both.  
But if you do trust Jesus, if you believe what Jesus says when He says that earth is temporary and heaven is eternal, then His teaching today calls for a good hard look at your life.  You need to analyze your investments and your checkbook and the way you use your money.  And if you do believe Jesus, you may very well need to make some radical lifestyle changes.  Most of us… probably every single one of us… need to make some radical lifestyle changes… if we believe Jesus.  
And here’s what I want you to know: You should believe Jesus.  You can trust Jesus.  Jesus loves you and wants what’s best for you, and Jesus is always good on His word.  You can trust Jesus.  And if you take Jesus seriously and you start to make some radical lifestyle changes regarding your money, I want you to know that the pull of sin will tempt you to stop short.  The pull of sin will tempt you to doubt Jesus and to spend your life as if earth is all there is.  So, Church, I urge you: trust Jesus.  You can trust what Jesus says about your money.  Jesus is the Savior of the world and the greatest teacher who ever lived and the greatest financial advisor of all time.  And you can trust Jesus.
  So I pray that won’t put your trust in your stuff.  I pray that the reality of eternal life will impact your everyday life.  I pray that you won’t measure your net worth by how much you have but by where it’s stored.  I pray you will realize that the heart of the matter is a matter of the heart.  And I pray that you will trust Jesus and that Jesus will have your heart.
· Trust Jesus for first time.

· Analyze your investment/checkbook this week. See if they are kingdom oriented – has eternal life intersected with your everyday life?

· Today you may just immediately know you are not where you need to be – need help – some people to pray…

· Ask Spirit to search your heart – see if it is turned towards God or your stuff.




















