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We live in a lawsuit-crazy culture.  It is insane the number of lawsuits and the type of lawsuits people file.  Let me share with you a few examples of some lawsuits that have been filed in our country in the past few years.  

In August 2010, a lady went to a Dallas Cowboys football game.  The temperature in Dallas, Texas in August was over 100 degrees, and the lady decided to take a seat outside the stadium on a black bench that was exposed to direct sunlight.  The bench burnt her legs, and she’s now suing the Cowboys because they didn’t post a sign warning her that the bench might burn her legs.

In 2011, a woman filed a lawsuit claiming severe, permanent injuries from a car accident.  She claimed the injuries extended to her head, neck, shoulders, back, chest, arms, body chemistry, and psyche.  I have no idea the exact nature of the injuries to her “body chemistry” and “psyche,” but I do know this: Six months after she claimed those severe, permanent injuries, she was seen running a half marathon.  
Last year, a high school student was kicked out of his honors English class for cheating.  At the beginning of the school year, he had signed an Academic Honesty Pledge that specifically said cheating was grounds for dismissal from the class.  Nevertheless, his parents have sued the school, claiming that the cheating policy shouldn’t be enforced. 

This last one may be the craziest of all.  Last year, a burglar broke into a 90-year-old man’s house and shot the man in the jaw.  The burglar is now suing the man because the man shot back at him.  I’m not kidding.  

And those are just four of hundreds of examples I could share with you.  We live in a lawsuit-crazy culture.  But if you think that this obsession with taking each other to court and suing each other is a modern development, think again.  Turn in your Bibles to 1 Corinthians chapter 6, and we’ll see that the exact same thing was going on in Corinth 2000 years ago.  In fact, lawsuits were so common and so widespread in Corinth that they had crept into the Corinthian church, and church members were actually suing each other.  And Paul writes these verses to tell the Corinthian Christians that they should be living differently than the rest of their lawsuit-crazy culture, because they’re followers of Jesus.  This text is a great reminder for us that the Word of God is timeless.  Think about how many things have changed in the past 2000 years.  And yet God, in His wisdom, is able to take truth that was written 2000 years ago and speak directly to us and directly to things that are happening in our world today.  It is still true today that we should live differently than the rest of our culture, because we’re followers of Jesus.  And I hope we’ll see that the truths of this text apply far beyond just lawsuits and reach into every corner of our lives.  So let’s read the first 8 verses of 1 Corinthians chapter 6.  1 Corinthians 6:1-8, Paul writes, “When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints?  Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases?  Do you not know that we are to judge angels?  How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life!  So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the church?  I say this to your shame.  Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the brothers, but brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers?  To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you.  Why not rather suffer wrong?  Why not rather be defrauded?  But you yourselves wrong and defraud—even your own brothers!”
I hope it jumps out to you just how frustrated and how upset Paul is with the Corinthian Christians for suing one another.  He tells them in verse 5 that they should be ashamed of themselves.  It’s a disgrace for followers of Jesus to fight each other and attack each other, and it’s especially disgraceful for them to do this publicly in secular courts for all the world to see.  

So the immediate and direct teaching of this text is that followers of Jesus should not sue each other.  That’s pretty straightforward and pretty easy to understand.  If you’re a follower of Jesus, you should not sue another follower of Jesus.  But what I really want us to see right now is the reasons why we shouldn’t sue each other… Because when we see the reasons, we’ll see that this text speaks to much more than just taking each other to court.  So let’s walk through these eight verses and look at five very important reasons Paul gives for why you should not sue another follower of Jesus.       

The first reason you shouldn’t sue another follower of Jesus is because you respect the authority of the church.  Look at verse 1, “When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints?”  The first thing we need to be clear on in this verse is that when the Bible uses the word “saints,” it’s doesn’t mean what a lot of us think of when we think of saints.  Sometimes we think of saints as this special category of extra-super-holy people who have special access to God because they’re so good and so religious… people who’ve taken a vow of chastity and performed a couple of miracles and are now immortalized in stained glass windows all over the world.  That’s not what the word saint means in the Bible.  In the Bible, the word saint refers to every single person who is trusting Jesus to save them and make them holy.  If you are putting your faith in Jesus, and His Spirit is living in you and causing you to grow in holiness, the Bible calls you a saint.  So in verse 1, the “saints” are all the believers in the church.  And Paul tells the Corinthians that if two believers have a disagreement with one another, instead of taking each other to a secular, worldly court to settle the disagreement, they should come to the church.  The church should be the governing authority between believers, not secular courts.  And believers should trust the authority of the church more than we trust the authority of the world.  What does it say if we think that the best way for us to get a fair hearing and to settle our disagreements is to go to the world instead of to the church?  It says that we have so little respect for the church’s authority that we would rather submit to the world’s authority.  Look on down at verse 4, and you’ll see this even more clearly.  Paul says, “So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the church?”  Paul says, “If you go to unbelievers and let them decide your cases, you’re going to people who have no authority in the church.”  And the reason they don’t have any authority in the church is because the Spirit of Christ doesn’t live in them.  They don’t have the wisdom of God.  They cannot understand spiritual truths.  And as verse 1 said, they are unrighteous.  Apart from the work of Christ, they are still wicked, sinful people, lost in their sin and blinded by their sin.  And you’re going to trust them to judge fairly more than you trust the church?  How foolish is that?  How disrespectful to the church is that?  And even more, how disrespectful to God is that?  God has given His very Spirit and His very wisdom to the church, but you don’t think that’s good enough for the church to settle your dispute?  You don’t respect the authority of God’s church enough to come to them instead of going to the world?  


So Paul tells us to make sure you aren’t sending that message.  Make sure you respect the authority that God has given His church.  So the first reason you shouldn’t sue another follower of Jesus is because you respect the authority of the church.      

The second reason you shouldn’t sue another follower of Jesus is because you trust the work of Jesus.  Look at verses 2-3, “Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases?  Do you not know that we are to judge angels?  How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life!”  These verses remind us of an astonishing truth.  A day is coming when King Jesus will sit on His throne, and He is going to judge everything in all creation.  He is going to judge the world, and He is going to judge the angels.  But the thing that blows my mind the most… the thing that I can’t hardly fathom… is that all of us who are trusting Jesus and are united to Jesus in faith are going to sit with Jesus, and we’re going to judge all creation with Him.  Our union with Jesus is so real and so strong that Jesus shares with us everything that is His, including His authority.  When He judges, we will judge with Him because we’re united to Him.  And that means because of the great work of Jesus, we’re going to judge the world and we’re going to judge the angels with Jesus.  And then the point Paul makes in these verses is that if the work of Jesus is great enough to make us judges over the whole world and over the angels, then surely we’re able to judge trivial disagreements between believers in this life!  But if followers of Jesus are suing each other and taking each other to court instead of letting the church settle their disagreements, then what they’re really saying is, “I don’t believe the work of Jesus is good enough to enable these believers to judge my case.  I believe the worldly, unregenerate, unrighteous unbelievers are more qualified to judge than these Spirit-filled believers who are united to Jesus.”  If you trust the work of Jesus in His people, you’re not going to sue a follower of Jesus in a secular court.  You’re going to trust the work of Jesus to lead His people to settle the disagreement between two believers in the right way.


Verse 5 teaches us this same truth in another way.  Paul says, “I say this to your shame.  Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the brothers?”  Now, remember what Paul has already taught us about wisdom in 1 Corinthians.  In chapter 1, he taught us that Christ crucified is the wisdom of God.  And he taught us that Christ becomes the wisdom of God for us.  In chapter 2, he taught us that the Spirit teaches us spiritual truths and gives us spiritual wisdom.  In chapter 3, he taught us that God is the one who causes spiritual growth in us and makes us wise.  And now Paul is asking, “Are you telling me there’s not a single person in the church who is wise enough to settle disputes between you?”  Think about what that would mean.  That would mean that the work of Christ, the work of the Spirit, and the work of the Father was not enough to make us wise.  That’s the message we’re sending if we trust the wisdom of secular courts more than we trust the wisdom that Christ has given His church.  So the second reason you shouldn’t sue another follower of Jesus is because you trust the work of Jesus.      

The third reason you shouldn’t sue another follower of Jesus is because you want to make the gospel attractive to unbelievers.  Look at verse 6, “Brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers.”  You’ve got people out in the world who don’t believe the gospel, and Paul tells us that if we’re suing one another, the testimony we’re giving them is that the gospel creates people who fight each other and attack each other and sue each other and can’t even settle their own disagreements.

We don’t want to send that message about the gospel.  We don’t want to slander the gospel in that way.  We want people to see the truth of the gospel in our lives.  And the truth of the gospel is that God’s grace in the gospel is so powerful that it changes us.  It changes our hearts, and it changes our lives.  We’re no longer people who fight each other and attack each other and sue each other, because the gospel changes us into people who love each other and forgive each other and serve each other.  The gospel transforms us into people who are kind to each other and patient with each other and are always putting the other person’s interests first.  There’s no need for lawsuits, because we’re willing to lay down our rights for one another.  That’s the message we want to send about the gospel.  So the third reason you shouldn’t sue another follower of Jesus is because you want to make the gospel attractive to unbelievers.      
The fourth reason you shouldn’t sue another follower of Jesus is because you love your brothers and sisters in Christ.  Look at verses 6-8, “Brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers.  To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you.  Why not rather suffer wrong?  Why not rather be defrauded?  But you yourselves wrong and defraud—even your own brothers!”  Notice that three different times in those three verses Paul uses the word “brother” to describe the relationship between believers.  When we’re united to Jesus the Son of God through faith, God the Father adopts us into His family and becomes our Father.  And that makes us brothers and sisters with every other believer in the entire world.  And Paul is asking, “Why would you use the legal system to hurt your own family?”  And especially why would you use the legal system to cheat and defraud, which way too often is the case in today’s lawsuits?  Are you going to cheat your own family and use the courts to manipulate your own family?  Not if the gospel of Jesus is changing your heart, you won’t.  Not if the Spirit of Christ is living inside you, you won’t.  The Spirit will fill you with the love of Christ, and you will love your brothers and sisters in Christ.  You won’t sue them, because you don’t want to take from them.  If anything, your love for them will make you want to give to them.  So the fourth reason you shouldn’t sue another follower of Jesus is because you love your brothers and sisters in Christ.    
The fifth reason you shouldn’t sue another follower of Jesus is because you want to become more like Jesus.  Look at verses 7-8 again, “To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you.  Why not rather suffer wrong?  Why not rather be defrauded?  But you yourselves wrong and defraud—even your own brothers!”  Paul points out that usually when people sue each other, they aren’t interested in justice.  They aren’t interested in getting what they deserve.  They’re interested in getting as much as they can.  If they can convince the court to give them 1000 times more than they deserve, they’re fine with that.  They’ll cheat the other person and take as much as they possibly can from them.  But imagine that your motives aren’t that wicked.  Imagine that you really are interested in justice.  All you want is what you deserve and nothing more.  Paul still has a very challenging word for you.  He says even that attitude is not okay for followers of Jesus.  It’s not okay for you to demand what’s yours.  Why?  Because Jesus didn’t demand what’s His, and we’re supposed to be like Jesus.  Think about it.  When the soldiers came to arrest Jesus, He didn’t try to protect Himself.  He surrendered Himself.  When Peter cut off the man’s ear, Jesus didn’t fight for Himself.  He told Peter to stop, and He healed the man.  When they falsely accused Jesus, He didn’t defend Himself.  When they punched Jesus and spit in His face, He didn’t punch and spit back.  When they hung Jesus on the cross, He didn’t call down angels to rescue Him.  He gave Himself.  Jesus laid down His life to save the people who were killing Him.  Jesus didn’t demand His rights.  He willingly gave up all of His rights… all of His glory… all of His power… His very life… for the sake of others.  And when we call ourselves followers of Jesus that means we want to follow Jesus… we want to be like Jesus.  When we call ourselves Christians that means we are little Christs… we are becoming like Christ.  That’s why Paul says, “Why not rather suffer wrong?  Why not rather be defrauded?”  Instead of demanding your own rights, give them up for the sake of others.  Why?  Because you want to be like Jesus more than you want your rights!  Being like Jesus is more valuable to you than getting what you deserve in this life.  

And Church, I know this is hard for us.  The idea of laying down our rights doesn’t come easily or naturally for us… partly because we’re humans.  It is contrary to human nature to give up our rights.  And then the fact that we’re Americans makes it even harder.  We’ve been taught to love our rights and fight for our rights.  So let me try to offer some clarity right here.  I’m not saying that the government shouldn’t protect the rights and freedoms of its people.  It is good… it is even biblical… for the government to use its God-given authority to protect the freedom of its people.  But here’s what I want you to see: Being a follower of Jesus radically changes the way you will use your freedom.  Instead of using your freedom to claim your rights for yourself, you’ll use your freedom to give up your rights for the sake of others.  That’s the beautiful thing about freedom.  You’re just as free to give up your rights as you are to demand your rights.  So I’m not talking about your rights being taken from you.  I’m not talking about you being oppressed.  I’m talking about you willingly, voluntarily, freely giving up your rights for the sake of others, so that you can become more like Jesus.

And again, I know that this is contrary to human nature.  The reason I know that is because I feel it in my own heart.  So let me show you a marvelous truth in the Bible that has the power to grip your heart and make you desire to give up your rights.  Listen to what Hebrews 12:2 tells us about why Jesus was willing to give up His rights and die on the cross.  It says, “Jesus… for the joy set before him endured the cross.”  Why didn’t Jesus protect Himself?  Why didn’t Jesus fight for Himself?  Why didn’t Jesus defend Himself?  Why didn’t Jesus rescue Himself?  Why did He surrender Himself?  Why did He give Himself?  Why did He lay down His rights and give up His glory and give up His power and lay down his very life?  What does the verse say?  “For the joy set before him.”  Jesus knew something better was coming.  Jesus didn’t have to hold on to the things of this world… He didn’t have to demand His rights in this life… because He knew something even better was coming.  And even more, He knew that the only way to take hold of that something better was to let go of everything in this world.  The only way that you’ll ever be able to hold the joy of heaven is if you’ve laid down everything in this world.

How many of you have read Where the Red Fern Grows?  It’s one of the saddest books I’ve ever read, but it’s also one of my all-time favorites.  There’s a scene in that book where Billy needs to catch a raccoon.  And his grandpa tells him to bore a hole in a log and put a shiny object, like a quarter, down in there.  Then he drives some nails in the sides at an angle.  When the raccoon sees the quarter, he puts his hand down in there to grab it.  As long as his hand’s open, it fits in the hole with no problem.  But once he grabs the quarter and makes a fist, he can’t pull his hand back out.  Now, all he would have to do is let go of the quarter and he would be free.  But the raccoon won’t let go.  He holds on to that quarter, and it costs him his freedom, and it costs him his life.  That’s exactly what the Bible teaches us.  All the things in this world… all of your rights… everything the world tells you to hold on to as tightly as you can… all of it is just a quarter compared to the joy and the freedom and the life that God wants to give you in Jesus.  And God is telling you to open your hand and let go of the things of this world and lay down your rights so that He can set you free and give you something so much greater.

And Church, here’s one of the greatest things that this truth means for us: This truth means that God doesn’t want you to be miserable.  God’s not asking you to lay down your rights and to sacrifice for no reason.  No, God’s asking you to lay down your rights, because He wants to give you something even better.  God wants to free up your hands and free up your heart so that you’ve got room to receive the joy that’s really joy.  God doesn’t want you to settle for rights and pleasures that are only going to last for this life and then be over with.  God wants to fill you so full with the joys of heaven that you overflow for all eternity.  God’s not telling you to lay down your life and just die.  God’s telling you to lay down your life so you can find real life in Him.

  And if you believe that truth… if you believe that God really will give you all the joys and all the pleasures and all the life that He promises to give you… then that truth will change your heart and you will willingly, gladly, joyfully give up your rights.  And you will become more like Jesus.
So Paul gives us at least five reasons why followers of Jesus shouldn’t sue each other: because you respect the authority of the church, because you trust the work of Jesus, because you want to make the gospel attractive to unbelievers, because you love your brothers and sisters in Christ, and because you want to become more like Jesus.

But here’s the thing: Even though we live in a lawsuit-crazy culture, as far as I know, that hasn’t become a normal practice in our church.  I thank God that we don’t have a whole bunch of church members suing each other.  So how does this text apply to us?  There are two huge applications I want us to see.  The first application comes when you realize that one of Paul’s main points in this text is that the disputes and disagreements in the church shouldn’t be aired out in front of unbelievers.  They should be dealt with in the church.  And what I want us to see is that this truth doesn’t just apply to lawsuits.  This truth applies to any disagreement… it applies to any dispute in the church.  Those things should be dealt with in the church.  There’s no reason to broadcast it publicly in front of unbelievers.  That’s foolish, and it’s damaging to the cause of Christ.  So you don’t post your complaints on Facebook or blog about your disagreements.  You go and talk directly to the person you’ve got a problem with.  You don’t stand in hallways or sit in Sunday School rooms and complain about things you don’t like.  You go and talk directly to the person you’ve got a problem with.  God is graciously bringing unbelievers to this place every week, and I pray that we respect the church enough, we trust the work of Jesus enough, we love the gospel enough, we love our brothers and sisters enough, and we want to become like Christ enough to deal with the issues within the church within the church.  I pray that we will never post on the internet for all the world to see or gossip in public settings for all the world to hear about things that could damage the cause of Christ and hinder His church.  So the first application is that disagreement or frustration in the church should be dealt with in the church.
The second application comes when you think about the reasons Paul gives for laying down our rights instead of suing each other.  Why does Paul tell us we should be willing to lay down our rights?  Because we value the church, we value the work of Jesus, we value the gospel, we value our brothers and sisters, and we value our growth in Christ’s likeness more than we value our rights.  Do you see that?  The reason you would willingly lay down your rights is because these other things are more valuable to you.  Jesus and His church and His gospel and His people and His work in your life is more important to you than getting your way and getting what you like and getting what you want.  And I just want to ask you, “Is that true for you?”  When you come to this place and there are certain things that aren’t exactly the way you wish they were, what’s your reaction?  Do you grumble and complain and air out your dissatisfaction and fight to get your way and damage the work of Jesus in His church?  Or do you look at those areas where things aren’t exactly the way you like it and think, “Praise God!  What a great opportunity for me to be more like Jesus!  What a great opportunity for me to lay down my rights and love other believers and put the gospel and the church before myself!”  You know that with nearly 1000 people here every week, there’s no way that everything’s going to be just right for everybody.  In fact, every single one of us will probably have at least one thing, and maybe a lot more, that we wish were different.  And if all 1000 us insist that we get our way and fight and grumble and complain when we don’t, you know what happens?  The church suffers.  The gospel suffers.  The cause of Christ suffers.  Our love for one another suffers.  And our spiritual growth suffers.  So are there some things that you disagree with or things you don’t like?  Great!  Don’t complain about it; celebrate it!  Don’t try to get your way.  Lay down your rights.  Don’t act like the world.  Act like Jesus.  Value the church, value the work of Jesus, value the gospel, value your brothers and sisters, and value your own growth in Christ-likeness more than you value your rights and your preferences and your desires and your opinions.

And Church, I pray that will be true of us.  I pray that we will respect the authority of the church.  I pray that we will trust the work of Jesus.  I pray that we will make the gospel attractive to unbelievers.  I pray that we will love our brothers and sisters in Christ.  And I pray that we will become more like Jesus as we gladly, willingly, voluntarily lay down our rights and our desires for the sake of others and for the glory of God in His church.   
